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named ROTC cadet colonel in his sen-
ior year. 

As a distinguished military graduate, 
in June of 1950, John was commissioned 
as a Second Lieutenant in the U. S. 
Army Infantry. On June 17, 1950, he 
married Joan Adele Garrett of Bel-
mont, MA. 

Lieutenant General Blount’s long ca-
reer was distinguished as he rose 
through the ranks of the U.S. Army, 
with distinguished combat tours in 
Korea and Vietnam. Among the many 
highlights of his career were his testi-
mony at the Army-McCarthy hearings 
and his command of Fort Jackson, SC, 
one of the U. S. Army’s most impor-
tant and strategic training centers. 

John was promoted to brigadier gen-
eral on September 1, 1974. He was pro-
moted to major general in October of 
1977, and on June 30, 1983, John was 
promoted to lieutenant general and be-
came chief of staff of the Allied Forces 
South, a large NATO command con-
sisting of units from five countries, in-
cluding Greece, Italy, Turkey, the 
United Kingdom and the United States. 

Upon completion of this appoint-
ment, John retired from active service 
in Columbia, SC, near Fort Jackson, 
but did not discontinue his service to 
the Army that he loved. From 1985 to 
1988, he served as director of defense 
study programs at the University of 
South Carolina. From 1988 to 1994, he 
served as chairman of the Army Re-
tiree Council. For many years, he 
served as national vice president of the 
Association of the U. S. Army and as 
the retiree representative on the board 
of directors of the Army Morale, Wel-
fare, and Recreation Association and 
headed the National Military Retirees 
Golf Tournament at Myrtle Beach, SC. 
He also served as the president of the 
South Carolina Korean Veterans War 
Memorial Committee and was instru-
mental in establishing the memorial in 
downtown Columbia, SC. 

In recognition of his integrity, exem-
plary leadership, and outstanding serv-
ice, the University of Rhode Island 
proudly conferred upon Lieutenant 
General Blount the honorary degree of 
doctor of laws in June 2000. 

Lieutenant General Blount is a high-
ly decorated soldier whose awards in-
clude the Army Distinguished Service 
Medal, Defense Superior Service Medal, 
Silver Star and Purple Heart earned in 
Vietnam and Korea, Legion of Merit, 
Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal, Army Commendation Medal, 
Korean Campaign Service Medal with 
Four Campaign Stars, Vietnam Service 
Medal with Four Campaign Stars, and 
others too numerous to mention. In a 
rare distinction, he was twice awarded 
the Order of the Palmetto, the highest 
civilian honor in South Carolina, first 
by Governor James Edwards and again 
by Governor Carroll Campbell. 

Lieutenant General Blount is sur-
vived by his wife and beloved partner of 
66 years, Joan Adele Garrett Blount; by 
his children, Gail Leslie Blount of 
south Florida, Carol Linell Blount of 

Columbia, John Bruce Blount, Jr., of 
Washington DC, and Garrett Chris-
topher Blount and his wife, Martha 
Ivey Blount, of Chicago; and by his 
grandchildren, John Bruce Blount III, 
Elizabeth Blount, Christopher Blount, 
Frances Blount, and Caroline Blount. 

Mr. President, I ask that you and our 
colleagues join me in saluting Lieuten-
ant General Blount’s many contribu-
tions and sacrifices made in the de-
fense of our great Nation. A true Amer-
ican hero, LTG John Bruce Blount will 
be sorely missed.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO KITTY PIERCY 

∑ Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I wish 
to state my congratulations to Eugene 
Mayor Kitty Piercy on her retirement 
after 12 years of service. 

Throughout my time in public office, 
I have worked with Mayor Piercy at 
countless events and meetings covering 
a range of important issues. In my ex-
perience with Mayor Piercy, I have 
been particularly impressed by her 
work to save our environment with a 
new sustainability commission and 
local ordinance to cut carbon emis-
sions, to fight for women and families, 
to revitalize downtown Eugene, and to 
move forward through a difficult reces-
sion. 

Whether it be serving as a grassroots 
activist, the House Democratic Leader 
in the Oregon State Legislature, a 
board member for the Lauren Hill Cen-
ter for individuals with mental ill-
nesses, or the public affairs director for 
Planned Parenthood Health Services of 
Southern Oregon, Mayor Piercy has al-
ways been a fierce advocate for vulner-
able community members in need. 

When elected mayor of Eugene in 
2004, Mayor Piercy took her commit-
ment to her community to a new 
level—especially through her work on 
environmental justice. She was a key 
leader on the U.S. Conference of May-
ors Climate Protection Agreement, 
working with 800 mayors across the 
country to push for changes at the con-
gressional level. At the beginning of 
her time in office, she led an 18-month 
initiative to examine how Eugene 
could support the growth of businesses 
that create sustainable products or 
those that adopt more sustainable 
practices. Thanks to Mayor Piercy’s 
commitment to environmental issues, 
Eugene has decreased its city carbon 
emissions by 10 percent. 

Throughout her time in office, Mayor 
Piercy acted on her concern for chil-
dren and families by serving as chair of 
the Lane County Commission on Chil-
dren and Families and the Oregon Com-
mission for Child Care. With these 
groups, she worked to strengthen fami-
lies through early intervention and 
prevention services, as well as advised 
the Governor and legislature on the 
importance of high quality child care 
to Oregon’s families and its economy. 
Mayor Piercy has also been a tireless 
advocate for homeless youth as a mem-
ber of the State Commission for Chil-

dren and Families, linking local efforts 
with those at the State level and advo-
cating with the Oregon Coalition for 
Runaway and Homeless Youth for an 
effective State response to the many 
homeless youth in our State. 

We need more leaders like Mayor 
Kitty Piercy in office. I thank Mayor 
Piercy for her hard work and dedica-
tion to public service and wish her the 
best in her well-deserved retirement.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES 

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE 
ISSUANCE OF AN EXECUTIVE 
ORDER TERMINATING THE NA-
TIONAL EMERGENCY ORIGI-
NALLY DECLARED IN EXECU-
TIVE ORDER 13396 OF FEBRUARY 
7, 2006, WITH RESPECT TO CÔTE 
D’IVOIRE, AND REVOKING EXECU-
TIVE ORDER 13396—PM 54 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with subsection 204(b) of 

the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b), I 
hereby report that I have issued an Ex-
ecutive Order that terminates the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13396 of February 7, 2006, and re-
vokes that Executive Order. 

The President issued Executive Order 
13396 to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United 
States constituted by the situation in 
or in relation to Côte d’Ivoire, which 
had resulted in the massacre of large 
numbers of civilians, widespread 
human rights abuses, significant polit-
ical violence and unrest, and attacks 
against international peacekeeping 
forces leading to fatalities. In Execu-
tive Order 13396, the President ad-
dressed that threat by blocking the 
property and interests in property of, 
among others, persons determined by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, after 
consultation with the Secretary of 
State, to constitute a threat to the 
peace and national reconciliation proc-
ess in Côte d’Ivoire, to be responsible 
for serious violations of international 
law in Côte d’Ivoire, or to have sup-
plied arms to Côte d’Ivoire. Executive 
Order 13396 also implemented United 
States sanctions obligations under 
United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution (UNSCR) 1572 and subsequent 
resolutions. 
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